Spring is in bloom! 


Numismagram Newsletter #96 (IV/2023) 


With the much-welcomed warmer temperatures, spring has undoubtedly arrived, and 

flowers all around us here are in full bloom. Enchanting colors emanate from a vibrant 

palette wherever you look and, speaking of vibrant palettes, here is our first item in this 
upload—an enameled love token that is actually meant as a stud cufflink... 


Using an 1869 Seated Liberty half dollar and an 1874 Seated Liberty dime with arrows as 
hosts, it features a rather colorful painter’s palette along with five different colors 
presented thereupon. In addition, there are three brushes and the initials “R E E,” all with 
a further colorized outline and well-engraved border. Stud-style love tokens such as this 
form a seldom-seen subset within the category, with enameling also being a fairly scarce 
subset. 


As mentioned, the warming temperatures are always a welcome sign as we emerge from 
winter, and this next medal honors the “friend of the sun’—the cat... 


With numerous cats of a certain age in our household, we can attest that they all love 
basking in the sun’s rays during the day. Trampling upon a cobra may be a different 
matter, though | think that a few of them would likely attempt that as well. This charming 
medal serves as a celebration of all things feline, and even has a connection to Egyptian 
mythology with its reverse being an allusion to Bastet, the daughter of Ra. 
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Moving to Victorian England, one of the most iconic coins of the period is undoubtedly 
Victoria’s Gothic crown, with a very artistic and well rendered design, especially unto the 
young queen’s portrait, that vastly sets it apart from the rest of her varied portraits. While 

the crowns are difficult to acquire and rather expensive when they come up (owing to 
their low mintage figures and key status), the following medal parallels the "gothic style" 

portrait quite well, all while offering a similar size and tremendous prooflike brilliance... 
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For those who have always sought out an example of the fabled crown, this enchanting 
medal absolutely serves as a great stand-in, and one that is resoundingly attractive in its 
own right. 


Staying with Victorian England, here’s a similarly shimmering white metal medal for the 
Crystal Palace and its re-opening in Sydenham in South London... 


On account of the similar Crystal Palace replica that was installed in what is now Bryant 
Park in New York City, it was erroneously assumed by the authors of So-Called Dollars 
that this was, in fact, an American medal rather than British. As such, given its inclusion in 
Hibler & Kappen (Hk), it remains a desirable medal with American collectors, with its 
wondertully intricate obverse design merely augmenting its appeal that much more. Just 
to show how strong of a following this type has, a similar—though somewhat inferior with 
respect to overall eye appeal—example in Heritage’s recent British medals auction in 
February 2023 realized a total of $840. In fact, that new owner is entertaining offers, 
though be prepared to offer well over $1,200! Meanwhile, this example is nearly half of 
that, and includes the original box as well. 


Rounding out some of this upload’s highlights is this stunningly large (112mm) gilt bronze 
medal from the Paris mint. This immensely artistic tour de force presents a faux-style 
engraving to both obverse and reverse, relying on the intricate pattern work to create its 
effect rather than relief... 


Issued by the Club Frangais de la Médaille in 1972, it features a woman in an elaborate, 
ruffled collar holding up a coin, while the reverse displays a scene with various forms of 
iconography representative of science and the arts. 


For all of this upload’s new items, click here or on the banner art below, and watch for our 
next upload coming on the first of May! 


You are receiving this message because you have expressed an interest in our material or have 
purchased from us in the past. 
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